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Beverly is an extraordinary hostess.
The ECF benefitted from her tireless
efforts to organize and co-host
several of our gala dinners. One
particularly memorable event took
place at the Sherry-Netherland Hotel
in New York City.

The setting, like Beverly herself, was
exquisite and festive. The evening’s
Master of Ceremonies, comedian Tim
Conway, generously donated his time
and had everyone in stitches, even
joking about the triangular crystal
Tiffany award “doorstop” with which
he was honored. That party was the
talk of the town for months.
Beverly’s response to the steady
stream of compliments,    
“I was just happy to help.” 

BEVERLY
SOMMER

V i s i o n a r y  A w a r d  W i n n e r

Our friend, benefactor and board
member, Beverly Sommer has been
selected to receive the first Visionary
Award from The ECF. Since Myrna
and John Daniels of Palm Beach
introduced Beverly to The Eye
Cancer Foundation, this
philanthropic-minded
businesswoman has been a constant
supporter. Impressed by our record
of accomplishment, Beverly started
supporting The ECF's work with
annual donations. In consideration
of her interest and dedication to the
foundation, she was elected to the
Board of Directors and thereby
helped organize several of our
yearly fundraisers. 
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Beverly is as kind, considerate
and concerned a person as she is
a hostess.   She always worries
about others, never wanting to
“put them out.” Thanks to her
generosity of spirit and finance,
she assists to ensure that The ECF
helps people of all means,
particularly children. We are
grateful for her largesse.

A foundational supporter of The
Eye Cancer Foundation's
partnership with the
International Council of
Ophthalmology (ICO), Beverly's
support has and will continue to
save children’s lives worldwide.

Together, The ECF and ICO have
trained more than 50 eye cancer
specialists, most of whom live in
underserved countries where
their early intervention and
prompt treatment have saved
thousands of children.

Since 1977, Beverly has run
Sommer Associates, a real
estate and investment
partnership, as well as the
Abraham & Beverly Sommer
Foundation which supports a
variety of philanthropic
endeavors.
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Thanks to Beverly’s continued
efforts, The Eye Cancer
Foundation has many new
supporters – including Beverly’s
daughter, Amy. Thank you,
Beverly Sommer. The ECF is
grateful for all that you have
done and continue to do to help
us save both sight and life.



Ghana joins the list of countries where doctors have been trained by The
Eye Cancer Foundation! Recently, Dr. Akosua Boateng finished her training
sponsored by The Eye Cancer Foundation (http://eyecancercure.com). She
notes, “I have always been interested in ocular pathology, but had never
truly had the opportunity to nurture the interest due to a lack of resources
in my home country.” However, she was awarded the opportunity to train
in ophthalmic pathology with an emphasis on retinoblastoma at the Beijing
Children’s Hospital due to the joint effort of Dr. Paul Finger of The Eye
Cancer Foundation and Dr. Brenda Gallie, Head, Retinoblastoma Programs,
Hospital for Sick Children and Alberta Children's Hospital.

Dr. Boateng was determined to learn about the clinical presentation,
examination, and treatment for many ocular cancers as well as be able to
recognize their pathology on slides under the microscope.

2020 FELLOWSHIP
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Her training was split between a clinic with Dr. Jeffrey Zhang, retinoblastoma
care with Dr. John Zhao and the pathology department with Dr. Nan Zhang.
During clinic days, Dr. Boateng learned about many eye diseases including
myopia, congenital anophthalmia, and others. 

For the first time, she learned how to perform intraocular photography with
the Retcam Imaging System. For retinoblastoma care, Dr. Boateng was able to
examine the fundus of both old, treated  cases and new ones. She took part in
discussions of the children’s treatment options and shadowed surgeons during
laser treatment, chemotherapy and enucleation.

2020 FELLOWSHIP
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She learned to differentiate
between retinoblastoma and
Coats Disease. In the
pathology department, she
learned more about the
anatomy of the eye, identified
histologic high-risk factors for
retinoblastoma, and how to
stage cases according to the
AJCC 8th Edition Manual. She
says it was a “great learning
experience.”

Unfortunately, due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, Dr.
Boateng was forced to
abruptly end her training
months prior to completion.
She'd like to return to the U.S.
to learn more about adult
ocular pathology. Dr. Boateng
is now well equipped to help
her patients in Ghana deal
with ocular pathology and
retinoblastoma. She is grateful
to Drs. Finger and Gallie as
well as The Eye Cancer
Foundation for allowing her
intensive training to happen!

THE 2020
CAMPAIGN
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Thank you, everyone, for your
generosity and support. 
Because of you, the 2020
Campaign was an outstanding
success. Together, we created
and coordinated an
international network of
training centers to cost-
effectively educate new eye
cancer specialists from
unserved countries around
the world.

With your financial support
and the partnership of the
International Council of
Ophthalmology, we exceeded
expectations by training 50
doctors from 25
countries!  



Upon completion, these
doctors returned to their
home countries to work in
clinics and hospitals prepared
to make a significant
difference! The 2020
campaign is proof that the
combination of generous
donors, a bold idea, and
committed eye-cancer
professionals can, literally
expand The Eye Cancer
Foundation’s mission to save
sight and save life!

With your support, this
program can continue to
reduce the 7,000 yearly
retinoblastoma deaths
suffered around the world.

2020 CAMPAIGN SUCCESS
Our 2020 goal was to train 20 doctors from 20 countries to
become better prepared to diagnose and treat retinoblastoma in
children – thus saving the lives of thousands of children who
otherwise would succumb to the disease.

The countries included:
Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil,
China, Congo, Dominican
Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia,
India, Jordan, Kenya,
Morocco, Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan, Palestine,
Philippines, Russia, Sudan,
Syria, Uganda, United
Kingdom, United States,
Vietnam, and Yemen.

These doctors were
ophthalmologists who
participated in six-month
fellowship programs with
assigned ocular oncology
specialists. They learned the
most up-to-date methods of
diagnosing and treating      
 eye cancer.
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GuideStar, the largest of the
various charity oversite
organizations, has awarded
The Eye Cancer Foundation its
highest level of recognition,
Platinum, for 2020. This rating
is given to only 10,000 of the
more than 2,800,000 U.S based,
local, regional, national, and
international charities. The
various levels of recognition
are Bronze, Silver, Gold, and
Platinum. These levels are
attained through a
combination of public records
and self-disclosed information
concerning an organization’s
financial, programmatic, and
operational health.

To attain the Platinum level, a
charity must disclose
information in 35 categories,
ranging from programmatic
metrics, to Board practices, to
audited budget information. In
addition, the charity must
demonstrate that its structure,
personnel, and services have
maintained or improved its
level of competency in the two
years since its previous rating.
To see the full GuideStar
information on ECF, go to
https://www.guidestar.org/prof
ile/13-4015076, or the
GuideStar webpage and enter
The Eye Cancer Foundation.

ECF AWARDED PLATINUM
LEVEL OF TRANSPARENCY

FROM GUIDESTAR
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C o n s i d e r  p l a n n e d  g i v i n g
t o  h e l p  T h e  E y e  C a n c e r

F o u n d a t i o n  

4. Life Insurance Beneficiary Designations:
Naming The ECF as the primary or secondary
beneficiary of a life insurance policy.

5. Donor-Advised Funds: Setting up a donor
advised fund naming The ECF as a funded
charity.

6. IRA Charitable Rollovers: Giving The ECF
directly from your IRA account. Special rules
apply to such a gift.
 

1. Charitable Remainder Trusts: Designating
The ECF as remainder beneficiary of a
charitable remainder trust.

2. Retirement Plan Beneficiary Designations:
Naming The ECF as beneficiary of retirement
plans.
 
                                            3. Making Bequests to
                                            The ECF under wills 
                                            and trusts.
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H e l p  u s  s e c u r e
t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
T h e  E C F  b y
p l a n n i n g  n o w  
f o r  f u t u r e  g i f t s .
C o n s i d e r  t h e
f o l l o w i n g
o p t i o n s :
 

As always, we thank you for your generosity.



It’s called AmazonSmile and it 
works like this: You shop with your 
regular Amazon account after registering 
on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) to
select the charity of your choice (in this case,
choose The Eye Cancer Foundation).  From
then on, your shopping experience is the
same as always with one exception. Amazon
will contribute 0.5% of your total sale to ECF!
This applies to most items on Amazon. Please
note the donation comes from Amazon, not
you. 
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D i d  y o u  k n o w ?  



But it is also important to
know that you caused the
donation to happen! Thank
you!

While 0.5% might not sound
like much, the cumulative
effect from all our ECF
friends is HUGE! 

Additionally, if you want to
donate physical equipment to
The Eye Cancer Foundation,
here is another way:
https://www.amazon.com/hz
/wishlist/dl/invite/a1iTgqG?
ref_=wl_share. You will find
an ECF “wish list” of items
that are needed by some eye
cancer specialists that we
train from all over the world!
Select from any of the
equipment listed and donate
as many as you want.  Your
generosity will empower an
eye cancer doctor somewhere
in the world to save sight and
save lives.

Wow! You can 
shop on Amazon 
and automatically
give to The Eye
Cancer Foundation 
at no extra cost! 

 |  1 1

Scan this QR Code with
your phone to be taken

to the Amazon link! 



N E W  Y O R K  E Y E  C A N C E R  C E N T E R
1 1 5  E A S T  6 1 T H  S T R E E T ,  S U I T E  5 B

N E W  Y O R K ,  N E W  Y O R K  1 0 0 6 5

DEAR FRIENDS,

 I hope you are all safe and well. The COVID-19 pandemic has affected all of us in some way
or other. The world as we know it now is not as it was before. And yet, the work of The Eye
Cancer Foundation continues.  
 
We still provide informational and social services to patients and families suffering from eye
cancers. 2020 ECF sponsored research is changing the way ophthalmic oncology is practiced
around the world. Our Eye Cancer Fellowship Programs have populated 25 countries with
their first eye cancer specialist. And now we are providing those ECF-trained specialists with
basic equipment. I thank you for helping us achieve all of this with your past generosity and
I appeal to you to help us again.
 
The Eye Cancer Foundation is in need of your support to keep these vital programs going. 
There are children in underserved areas of the world who have no one, other than us, to go
to for help. There are more doctors who need the training to save their lives. And, the path
to a cure for eye cancer is still in need of our research funding.
 
Please consider making a new donation. The amount is less important than the act of
supporting us. If all of our friends and benefactors would make a new contribution now, we
can be more assured that our efforts will continue. Please help us save both sight and lives.
 
Warmest regards, 
 
 
Dr. Paul T. Finger, MD

Letter from dr. finger

 |  1 2


